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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 2 the phrases "intended for use" and "such as" create a limitation 

within a limitation making the claims vague and indefinite. 

In claim 1, line 3 "and/or" is an improper form of the alternative making the claim 

indefinite. 

In claim 1 , line 4 the phrase "such as" creates a limitation within a limitation 
making the claim indefinite. 

In claim 1, line 12 the phrase "to detect stepwise position" is awkward and 

confusing making it unclear what is actually being claimed. 

In claim 1, line 14 replace "downward" with -downwardly-. 

In claim 1, line 18 "the centre" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 1 , line 21 it is unclear whether this switch contact point is related to the 

contact points already claimed. 

In claim 2, line 3 "the shape" has no antecedent basis. 

in claim 3, line 4 it is unclear whether this first pair of supporting points is related 

to the pair already claimed. 

In claim 3, line 5 after "that" insert -the-. 
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In claim 3, lines 5-6 it is unclear whether this second pair of supporting points is 

related to the pair already claimed. 

In claim 6, line 3 after "device" insert 

In claim 6, line 4 after "element" insert -,— 

In claim 6, line 5 "and/or" is an improper form of the alternative making the claim 
vague and indefinite. 

In claim 7, line 2 it is unclear whether these contact springs are related to the 
springs already claimed. 

In claim 7, line 3 "the rotary element" has no antecedent basis. 
In claim 7, line 3 the phrase "and form contact with" is awkward and confusing. 
In claim 8, line 4 it is unclear whether this second pair of supporting points is 
related to the second pair already claimed. 

In claim 10, line 3 it is unclear whether these supporting points are related to the 

ones previously claimed or are separate and distinct points. 

In claim 1 1 , line 3 it is unclear whether this spring is related to the one previously 

claimed. 

In claim 11, line 3 it is unclear whether this Is related to the operating member 
already claimed. 

In claim 12, line 3 "the spring" has no antecedent basis. 
In claim 12, line 3 "the wire type" and "the form" have no antecedent basis. 
In claim 13, line 4 the phrase "for sensing against" is awkward and confusing. 
In claim 15, line 8 "the slip ring" has no antecedent basis. 
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In claim 16, line 3 "its shaft part" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 16, line 8 "the outer snap discs" has no antecedent bais. 

In claim 17, line 7 delete "is". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2-18 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

3. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yokoji et al, Nishimoto et al. Park et al, Sottong, Yamasaki et al, 
Haizima et al, Kim and Sakurai teach various multifunction switch devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael A. Friedhofer whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1992. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:00 - 2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-lJOOO.^ // 




Michael A. Friedhofer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2832 
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